II International Scientific Congress of Belarusian Culture

September 10–11, 2020 
Minsk, Belarus

State Scientific Institution "The Center for Belarusian Culture, Language and Literature Research of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus" has the honor to invite you to the International Congress of Belarusian culture to be held on the 10th – 11th September 2020 in Minsk (Belarus).

Culture plays a crucial role in successful socio-political and socio-economic development of the country. Stability and prosperity of Belarus are ensured by the preservation of its historical and cultural heritage, scientific analysis of current state of national culture and its development prospects. The quickening pace of globalization, current challenges and conflicts increase the significance of effective preservation of unique national and regional cultural practices and traditions. The participants of the Congress are invited to contribute to the understanding and promotion of Belarusian culture, propose contemporary strategies of its evolution and improvement. The culture of any nation embraces both tangible and intangible manifestations of human creativity that originate a unique system of ethnic and national identity. This cultural and spiritual space is organized with the help of not only written messages but also "mnemonic symbols" that form the innermost layer of collective memory. These "mnemonic symbols" include both natural and man-made objects and actions associated with them, such as rituals, rites and celebrations. Therefore, one of the most important tasks for the Congress participants is to suggest efficient methods of prevention of unprofessional replication and erroneous interpretation of cultural heritage and resistance to the pervasion of popular elements and the invention of traditions that possess a threat to authenticity and outstanding artistic value of Belarusian culture.
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The scientific program

Congress meetings will include reports with duration of 20 minutes (including questions and discussion). Presentations will be grouped into sessions according to their topic. A poster session is planned. Each participant may only make one report, but may be a co-author of other reports and prepare any number of poster presentations.
Congress sessions
Architecture and design. Contemporary architecture of Belarus is based on the development of national traditions embodied in the best samples of Belarusian sacred, civil and landscape architecture of 11th – 20th centuries. However, its current visual language is outdated and lacks consistent incorporation of innovative technology and materials. Methods of architectural heritage protection need to be updated to match high European standards.
Fine and applied arts. Fine art of Belarus is characterized by active pioneer work, search for new ideas without break with the continuity of tradition. It is necessary to discuss the enhancement of the art critics' role that should bring more focus on new directions of art evolution, stimulate the birth of innovative artistic concepts. The session is dedicated to the 90th Birth anniversary of Mai Dantsig, Belarusian monumental painter; 120th Birth anniversary of artist P.  Sergievitch.

Monumental art. Monumental art expresses civil ideals most fully and clearly. Visual images embodied by monumental artists not only glorify historical figures and events, but first and foremost reflect public perception of its past and present. Monumental art gives cities and historical places a sense of uniqueness, makes them more memorable and aesthetically rich. However, introduction of new unconventional forms of monumental and public art sometimes leads to conflict within Belarusian society.  
Film and video art. Congress participants are encouraged to elaborate the scientific concept of the development of Belarusian cinema and national feature films repertoire. The session is dedicated to the 40th anniversary of the foundation of the Belarusian movie actor theatre-studio, and 90th birth anniversary of V. Korsh-Sablin, a Belarusian movie director and actor, one of the founders of Belarusian cinema.

Musical Arts. One of the main challenges in Belarusian culture under current conditions is the preservation and development of great traditions of native composer, musical performance and ballet schools that were formed in previous years. Belarusian composer, performing, ballet and vocal schools coincide with the European level of education, especially in the field of academic, classical art. But the problems of domestic show business and promotion of national popular dance and music require solving. The session is dedicated to the 85th birth anniversary of Belarusian composer S. Cortes, 245th birth anniversary of philanthropist and composer A. Radziwill, 110th birth anniversary of G. Tsitovich, a conductor, a musical ethnologist and folklore gatherer.

Theatre Arts. Belarusian theatre needs active efforts to find new content and dramatic language for the reflection of reality and reconsider the place, function and role of theatrical art in public relations. Problems that require attention are: the promotion of Belarusian theatre, the development of international relations in local and global theater festival movement, genre professionalization, improvement of composer and performance skills. The session is dedicated to the 115th birth anniversary of actress, People's Artist of Belarus S. Stanyuta, 100th anniversary of the foundation of the Yanka Kupala National academic theatre.

Professional creative unions. The purpose of a professional creative union is not limited to legal and social protection of its members. It also includes development of national literature and art, preservation of cultural traditions and art schools, expansion of international cultural relations, enhancement of the prestige of creative trades. The strategic objective is the elaboration of original Belarusian culture and art and the formation of artists' national consciousness, the later being the key problem, the solution to which will ensure successful evolution of Belarusian professional art in the cultural conditions of the 21st century.

National culture and language. Language is one of the main treasures of ethical and spiritual national heritage, the foundation and the most important part of its culture. Sustainability of authentic Belarusian culture requires active measures in the sphere of linguistics both from the state and society. The main direction of such measures is the preservation and further development of Belarusian language as the original form of national culture in all aspects of its operation (art, education, family life, etc.) and the basis of self-consciousness of Belarusian people.

National Literature. Participants of the session are invited to meditate on the search for new literary topics and forms of their artistic reflection and to redefine the role of literature in the society. The problem of promotion of Belarusian literature also requires attention. The session is dedicated 115th birth anniversary of Belarusian writer A. Palchevsky, 95th birth anniversary of Belarusian writer I. Naumenko, 85th birth anniversary Belarusian poet R. Baradulin, 100th birth anniversary of Belarusian writer K. Chorny, 100th birth anniversary of Belarusian writer P. Glebka, 90th birth anniversary of Belarusian people’s poet. P. Browka, the academician of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus.
Belarusian regional culture. The peculiarity of Belarusian national culture lies in its regional diversity, which is a source of new artistic forms and basis for the development of professional and folk art. There are six major cultural regions in Belarus: Dnieper, Poneman, Eastern Polesie, Western Polesie, Lakeland (Po’ozerie) and Central region. Congress participants are offered the following fields of discussion: the preservation of regional cultural traditions; creation of an optimal infrastructure for local cultures in context of national and regional trends; ethnological study of regional cultures at the scientific, educational and local lore levels; development and perfection of forms, methods, means by which regional cultural traditions may be passed on to descendants.
Ethnic communities’ culture. The cultural space of Belarus is a diverse set of cultures of ethnic communities: Belarusians, Russians, Poles, Ukrainians, Lithuanians, Latvians, Tatars, Jews and others. While maintaining their national identity, they are all included in the national cultural space of Belarus. Congress participants will be able to identify similarities in the historical coexistence and interaction of national communities' cultures with the culture of the Belarusians, note their free cultural orientation and integration into a national cultural space.

Belarusian Diaspora in the world, ethno-cultural processes, history and modernity. Modern Belarusian ethnology extends the scope of its research on the whole Belarusian nation regardless of state borders, and the study of diaspora becomes one of the most important areas of work, which is confirmed by the adoption of the State program "Belarusians in the World" in 2012. Belarusian Diaspora accumulates an important experience in the preservation of national and cultural identity, which should be thoroughly examined with a prospect of its further use.

Historical and cultural heritage, museums, national parks. Congress participants are encouraged to discuss issues of protection of historical and cultural heritage, which are based on the recognition of its significant role in the development of the state. It's important to determine the degree of responsibility of the state in the preservation of historical and cultural heritage, as well as to consider the possibility of participation of citizens in its protection. Another important question is the lack of full congruence between Belarusian and international documents on heritage protection.
Traditional culture. Authentic forms of traditional culture require special attention and specific approaches to their study. First of all it concerns the authentic living forms of culture that are threatened by the destructive effects of globalization, mass culture and urbanization. Traditional folk culture of the Belarusians is materially represented by decorative arts and crafts. The session is dedicated to the 160th Birth anniversary of ethnographer, folklorist, Slavist Yefim Karsky, 115th Birth anniversary of historian, archaeologist, anthropologist, ethnographer, writer, translator Nikolay Vlaschik.

Second World War in Belarusian art and culture. The session will be dedicated to the history of Belarusian arts in the turmoil of WWII and the representation of war history in the art of the second part of the 20th century: military and patriotic literature, monumental art, music, theatre and cinema. The participants are invited to focus on the variety of genres of WWII representation, as well as the role of a human protagonist in the portrayal of the tragedy. Another topic is the role of traditions of WWII art and literature in preservation of collective memory of the war.
Working languages

• Belarusian;

• Russian;

• English.

Terms for participation

To participate in the Congress, fill in the online registration form by August 3, 2020 and send it to: congressbelcult-int@tut.by 
Regulations

Presentations at the plenary session – 20 min., in session meetings – up to 15 minutes.

Reports and Messages

Only original works that have scientific and practical value are accepted.

The reports will be published after the Congress in a collective volume of scientific papers.

The organizing committee reserves the right to select Congress reports and the materials for publication.

The Organizing Committee will send an e-mail notification with either positive or negative decision on the inclusion into the Congress program before August 10, 2020.

Requirements for the report
1. Title, full name of the author / co-author, title, academic degree and academic rank (if any), institution name, city, country; gull name of the person who will present the report at the Congress.
2. Scope of the report together with abstract, images, applications, circuits, etc. The size is limited to 8 A4 pages, Times New Roman, 14 pt, one and a half line spacing, file type: .rtf Microsoft Word.

3. Bibliography is placed after the body of the main text. Links to the sources are formalized the following way: [3, p. 4], where the first number is the link to the source and the second is the source page.

4. Abstract in Russian and English up to 700 characters (including spaces).
Submission deadline Plenary session presentations

The presentation file (File type: .ppt Microsoft Power Point) must be sent by e-mail by August, 21, 2020 at: congressbelcult-int@tut.by
Poster presentations
External participation in the Congress is accepted via abstracts of poster presentations. Participation in correspondence form is available for participants who can't attend the event. If you prefer this kind of participation, please select it upon registration.
Abstracts for poster presentations will be accepted until July 17, 2020.
Abstracts should be prepared in English and Russian.

Format: submissions are limited to one A4 page, including text and tables, with 25mm fields (top, bottom, left, right);

Title: upper and lower case, left alignment, font Arial 14 pt bold;

Authors: full name in upper and lower case, left alignment, font Arial 12 pt;

Organization: upper and lower case, left alignment, font Arial 10 pt; author's email;
Main text: justified alignment, font Arial 12 pt, without titles, references, quotations, drawings.
Please send abstracts by e-mail (attachment in the .docx or .doc format) at: congressbelcult-int@tut.by
Automatic rejection of abstracts

Abstracts that contain a list of references and figures will be rejected.
Attention

Please whitelist congressbelcult-int@tut.by so that a letter from the Congress Organizing Committee does not accidentally fall into the spam folder.

Accommodation, food, transportation costs

at the expense of the participants.

Guest program

Congress organizers will provide excursions to the National library of Belarus, National Art Museum of the Rubublic of Belarus, National History Museum of the Rubublic of Belarus, WWII Museum of the Rubublic of Belarus. Do not hesitate to ask the organizers for information.
Please send your questions and proposals at: congressbelcult-int@tut.by
Accommodation

Minsk hotels may be booked on:

https://belhotel.by/

https://www.booking.com/city/by/minsk.ru.html?aid=319915  

If you need help choosing and booking a hotel, do not hesitate to contact Congress organizers.
A visa to visit the Republic of Belarus

Foreign participants from 74 eligible countries who arrive at and leave from Minsk international airport and might not require a visa. Check the conditions of visa-free travel at: http://mfa.gov.by/en/visa/visafreetravel/e0ced19bb1f9bf2c.html
If your country is not eligible for 30 day visa-free travel program, or if you plan to enter Belarus by bus or train you need a short-term visa (type C) visa to visit Belarus. You need to contact the nearest embassy or consulate of the Republic of Belarus in the country that issued the passport.
Participants of the Congress who need a visa will be sent an official invitation from the SSI "The Center for Belarusian Culture, Language and Literature Research of the NAS of Belarus."

Please send a request for a visa invitation after March 9, 2020 at: congressbelcult-int@tut.by
Travel insurance

Participants must have a valid medical insurance for the entire trip, issued by companies that provide international insurance.

Registration
The registration form must be filled in and sent to congressbelcult-int@tut.by until August 3, 2020.

Important dates

July 17, 2020: Deadline for submission of abstracts for poster (correspondence) presentations;

August 3, 2020: Deadline for registration;
August 17, 2020: Deadline for registration to excursions;

August 21, 2020: Deadline for submission of presentations to the plenary session;
August 31–September 4, 2020: Delivery of the Congress program;
October 2020: Deadline for submission of the manuscript for a collective volume of Congress materials.
Schedule

September 8–10, 2020: arrival to Minsk, registration and accommodation;
September 10, 2020: Congress sessions and poster presentations;
September 11, 2020: completion of Congress sessions, workshops and seminars, departure.
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